
Read Write Inc. 



Jeanette Winterson

“Teach a child to read…keep 
that child reading and we 
will change everything”



Language Development

Spanish
24 speech sounds

26 letters to make up those 
sounds

29 graphemes

English
speech sounds

letters to make up those 
sounds

graphemes

44

26

150+

eg. 9 different ways to write ‘or’  



Read, Write, Inc. 

‘Read, Write Inc.’ is a literacy 
programme by Ruth Miskin. 

The whole programme covers 
phonics, reading, writing and 
spelling and can be used across 
EYFS, KS1 and KS2. 

For the past few years we have 
been using this programme in 
reception, year 1 and year 2. 



Why                   Phonics?

A complete literacy programme - systematic and 
structured. 

Meets the demands of the ‘new’ national curriculum, 
giving your children the best chance of success in the 

national tests. 

One-to-one tutoring - no child is left behind. 

Storybooks align with the sounds learnt in class and 
therefore the children are consolidating the phonics 
they have learnt and applying these skills in context. 



• 10 minutes 
• Recap, 

learn new
• Word time

Speed 
sounds

• Storybooks or 
ditties matched 
to speed sounds 
lessons

• 9 reading 
activities 
covering all 
aspects spread 
across the 
timetable

Reading

• Get writing 
books

• 9 writing 
activities 
spread across 
the timetable

• Builds up to 
compositional 
writing, 
covering all 
genres

Writing

Structure of RWI



A bit of technical vocabulary…

Phoneme – spoken sounds – there are about 44 in the 
English language.

Grapheme – how we write each of the spoken sounds e.g
the spoken sounds ‘f’ is written using the graphemes f, 
ff, ph.

Red words – words that cannot be sounded out e.g. I, 
said, they.

Green words – words that can be sounded out using our 
phonics.

Fred talk – (Fred is the frog) he can only talk in sounds 
e.g. sh-o-p.





Set 1 &
Set 2
sounds:



The English language is a complex 
code…

It would be easy if we only had to learn the set 

1 and set 2 sounds!



Set 3 sounds teach children 
alternative phonemes.

For example:



How does phonics help us read? 

Say “hello” to Fred. 

Fred can only talk in sounds...

He says “c_a_t.” Not cat.

We call this Fred Talk.

Let’s watch Ruth Miskin explain Fred Talk





‘Read, Write Inc.’ Storybooks

If children understand Fred then they can blend 

orally. Blending is needed for reading.



Rex to the Rescue



‘Read, Write Inc.’ Storybooks

Story Green Words



‘Read, Write Inc.’ Storybooks

Speedy Green Words



‘Read, Write Inc.’ Storybooks

Red Words



Activities to complete based 
around the story

Comprehension activities



Activities to complete based 
around the story

Shared-writing 
and 
independent 
writing tasks



RWI Weekly Homework



Silent signals…keep the 
pace!

RWI techniques…some of the 
things you may hear about

Praise, praise praise…

1, 2, 3 well done me!
Fan-tastic!

Positivity and passion…

All of us want all of the 
children to do very well, 
to enjoy and to achieve!

Participation…no 
passengers!

MTYT
TTYP
Paired work – lolly sticks
Choral work, popcorn, 
word wave etc. 



National Phonics Screening Check – Year 1



How to help your child at home…



Practise pronouncing the sounds…

Remember no ‘fuh’ and ‘luh’!

Reading stories at home

Read favourite stories over and over again 

Read some stories at a higher level than they can read 
themselves.

Listen to them reading their take home Phonics 
storybooks. 

Watch the RWI storytime at home video on their website 
for hints and tips.

Have fun with Fred Talk!

“What a tidy r-oo-m!”
“Where’s your c-oa-t?”   
“Time for b-e-d!”



Please remember:

When reading with your child at 
home, it is meant to be easy! 

They are consolidating what they 
have learnt at school, not learning 
anything new. 

If they find it too difficult they 
will not enjoy reading at home. 
Reading is a pleasurable activity. 



You can also…

For how to do all these things and more www.ruthmiskintraining.com/parents

Ruth Miskin Training parents’ page – trainer top 
tips and book recommendations.

Sign up to the Ruth Miskin Training newsletter on 
the website homepage.

Attend the training for yourself at central 
locations across the UK. 

www.ruthmiskintraining.com You may be interested 
in Grammar training for adults and Handwriting. 

http://www.ruthmiskintraining.com/parents
http://www.ruthmiskintraining.com/



